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Guardhouse This ethereal scene is guarded by the now retired wooden carved
guardhouse. It alone stands guard facing the China Sea, accompanied by seagulls and
the odd fisherman at dawn.
This guardhouse was photographed along the Great Wall of China, just outside
Beijing.

Artwork done by Shaz Spannenburg
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To promote and foster an
interest in the Visual Arts in Far
North Queensland.
To provide a communication link
between local bodies involved in
Visual Arts.
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industry and government
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To co-ordinate activities of
member groups.
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Editorial Overview
Just when you think that things are getting back to normal, then the Covid restrictions are with
us again Covid, which will affect us all. Luckily, many visual artists can work from home and
noting the number of artists exhibiting at the Artists of the North exhibition at the Tanks Art
Centre, I am sure many of the exhibiting artists, due to work restrictions maybe actually found
time to create works they had planned for a long time.
The Courthouse Gallery is now officially open, and that Gallery will hopefully be another place
where local artists can get the opportunity to display and sell their artworks and for tourists to
see what great artistic skills we have in Far North Queensland. The Visual Arts Association is
trying to find out more about the policy of the Gallery.
The Archibald Prize exhibition is for the moment on display in the Cairns Art Gallery.
Congratulations to the Gallery Board for managing to get the exhibition to Cairns. It is the
first time it is has been on display in Queensland. It is a great exhibition, really interesting
viewing.
The policy for the Cairns Regional Gallery when it was first opened was always to have one
floor for travelling exhibitions, so that residents not able to travel would have a chance to
view artworks from other parts of Australia and other parts of the world. The main aim of
establishing a “regional” Gallery was however to have a place for art groups and local artists
to display and sell their works and to showcase the trend of artworks produced in Far North
Queensland.
Visual Arts Association did approach the Cairns Art Gallery Board re the name change of the
gallery and our concerns regarding opportunities for local art groups and artists to exhibit in
the Gallery. Doug McKinstry, Chairman, Cairns Art Gallery Board, advised us that “ the
Board changed the name of the Gallery following the lead of other comparable galleries in
regional Australia that exhibit prominent state, national and international artists
including Bendigo Art Gallery and Geelong Art Gallery.” I am sure the visual arts
community in Cairns was not consulted, when that decision was made. The ratepayers of
Cairns, who last year paid over $900,000 toward the running of the gallery, might be
concerned, if they knew, that the ratepayer’s money now will go to exhibit predominately
artworks from outside the region rather than the artworks of regional artists, which tourists
wish to see as well as the reef and the rainforest.

. Please note: Opinions expressed or advertisements displayed by contributors to this
newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive Officers or the Committee. Whilst
every effort is made to publish accurate information, The Visual Arts Association Inc. accepts
no responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed

Cairns Art Society is now
ready to present the
Artist of the North
exhibition at the Tanks
Art Centre 1 April to 2
May 2021
Mareeba Arts Society Inc.
cairnsartsociety@bigpond.com

Masarts@gmail.com
Mas is a non-profit organisation that support
local artists.

Cairns Potters Club is
getting ready to
organise the annual
Mothers Day Fair 8th
May 2021.

Mission Arts
provides
creative
opportunities
for the people
of Mission
Beach and
surrounding
areas.

.cairnspottersclub1@gmail.com

Cairns Photographic Society.
.

The community arts centre
includes a workshop, gallery and shop space
for local art to be displayed and sold, where
local and visiting tutors can run workshops
and pass on their skills and others can come
to learn and enhance their art and craft.
Open daily – 10am-2pm
www.missionarts.com.au

enquiries@cpsinc.org.au
www.cpsinc.org.au

info@missionarts.com.au

INNISFAIL ART SOCIETY

Innisfail Art
Society Inc. is all
about the artist
and the
community.
Nurturing and
promoting the arts
And artworkers of our region.
innisfailartsociety@live.com

Fibrebarn at CairnsShowgrounds

http://www.cairnscraftclub.com.au

InkMasters
Print Workshop (IPW)
#55 ArtSpace PO Box 7792 PO
Cairns 4870
www.inkmasterscairns.com

Found new premises – info next newsletter

ArtsNexus
Inc:
growing
creative people, communities and
industries-the peak membership-based
association for all arts, culture, heritage
and creative industries across all of Far
North Queensland.
Melissa Robertson
Public Officer, Arts Nexus
Phone0412 570701

Tableland Region Art Society

admin@artsnexus.com.au
UMIArts

If you want more information about
Tableland Region Art Society,
contact us on-line or via
email: trasinc4@gmail.com .

Telephone: 07 4041 6152
M: 0427 498 940
Fax: 07 4041 6542
Email: eo@umiarts.com.ao
www.umiarts.com.au
Hours: 9am until 5pm Monday - Friday
Shop 4, 1 Jensen Street, MANOORA, QLD
4870 PO Box 15044, EDGE HILL, QLD 4870

DOUGLAS ARTS STUDIO
GALLERY INC
A not-for-profit community
arts centre run by
volunteers. We are a hub
for local artists at all stages
of their creativity, in the
Douglas Shire, providing
quality opportunities for the
whole community to learn,
create, exhibit, visit and
inspire.
address:
11 Mill Street, Mossman (opposite
Library)
phone:
(07) 4098 3337
website:
www.dabmossman.com
email:
info@dabmossman.com
facebook: dabmossman
Gallery is open Monday to Saturday, 10am – 2pm

Art Beat
DFO Feature artists

Judy Holzheimer April 2021
I bought my first artist’s brushes and oils in the early
1980’s in Rockhampton and joined a Painting for Pleasure
group run by the Rockhampton City Council. It was there I
had the fortune to meet Frances Patterson, a skilled artist
who became my mentor for the next couple of years until,
sadly, Frances passed away. For various reasons, I put
away my paints and brushes for the next thirty years. I
moved to Cairns in December 2015 and joined the Oak
Tree Art Group where once again I painted for pleasure
using acrylic. Having been raised by the sea, my love for
the ocean has endured. When I saw that Sam Moffat was
teaching how to paint underwater scenes at Art Escape in
2018, I signed up.

Sam became my mentor for
the next eighteen months and
taught me techniques that I
often use in my current
paintings. The magnificence of
the Cairns region provides
inspiration for my art. All my
paintings in this Feature Artist
of the Month are inspired by
our region except “Uluru”
which I had intended for the
cancelled exhibition entitled A
Changing World.

Feature artist for May - Jody Lewis

Artists of the North
Exhibition 2021

On High, oil on board by Brad Congdon

Thu 01 Apr - Sun 02 May
LAUNCH: 6pm Thursday 1 April
Artists of the North Exhibition is a presentation of the talent and formidable skills in our
region’s artists.
For the first time in many years the exhibition will not have a theme, inviting all creative
genres and subjects to join in the Artists of the North’s 16th year of art excellence, with our
very diverse cultures, backgrounds, styles, genres but, most importantly - an overwhelming
love of art.
No image is too wild or untamed, no subject subdued. Artists are bringing their thoughts,
their feelings and their gift of life through art to share with everyone.
From the most basic collage to sculptures of existence itself, we invite all to witness, gaze
and appreciate the wonder of our artists from here in North Queensland.

2021 Annual Cairns Show from the 14th – 16th July.
The Visual Arts Association will again be organising the
Visual Arts Section at the showground during the
Cairns Show.
More information in the next newsletter, however start
to get your artworks ready. Entry closes 4pm 25 June
2021 and bump in day Wednesday 6 July 2021

POTTERY www.kenisonpottery.com lease contact: sales@kri-pottery.net

8 Elliott Close, Mareeba QLD 4880

Office: 4092 3553 Ken or Cheryl
Offer a range of services for potters.
Kiln and wheel service and repairs -Supply of batts, drilling and wheel pinning.-Kilns – Electric, Gas & Raku.
Your local Venco agent.

______________________________________________________
ARE YOU INTERESTED

IN CERAMICS AND PLAYING WITH CLAY…
COME TRY A WORKSHOP

Beginners

Learn to make bowls, cups and platters using pinch pot, slab and mould
methods.
5 week workshop Sat or Mon am 9.30-12.30 (Starting late April or early May dates

TBA)

Intermediate

Experience necessary-extending into sculptural techniques
4 week workshop Wednesday am 9.30-12.30 (Starting late April dates TBA)

$50 a Session- 5 weeks $250.00 4 weeks -$200 This includes all use of tools, 2 types of
clay, surface treatments, underglazes, glazes, 2 firings and morning tea.

Workshops are held in Kuranda Contact Sandy Beach (Hablethwaite) (15 years
experience in Art Teaching)
Bookings essential- numbers limited 0439773039

misshab57@gmail.com

All the workshops are subsidised by grant funding
(Arts Queensland and FRRR) as part of our
biennial InkFest program, and so are offered at
greatly reduced registration fees.

The Kite Gallery
Inspired Community Support Services and The Kite Gallery
A Community Support Service open for the whole community.
We also provide individual support for NDIS clients by qualified highly experienced compassionate
staff.
We have training rooms offering Art/ music, dance creative classes including metal work, weaving,
clay sculpting, painting, drawing, computer literacy programs, robotics, coding, and assistance
through your certificates.
A beautiful Gallery space available for exhibition hire and shop front selling local handmade art.
Current exhibition FLIGHT a large group exhibition with over 60 local Cairns artists up until 17th
April 2021
Volunteers welcome to mind the space, enquire with us about exhibiting and volunteer and see our
website
There are also opportunities for employment and training.
Please contact Amanda on 0474 516 054 or Craig 0474 352 144
Email admin@inspiredcss.com.au www.inspiredcss.com.au
The Kite Gallery and Inspired Community Support Services upcoming classes
Classes are inclusive and available for everyone. If you require an individual support worker
please contact us.
Plan managed and self- funded clients NDIS and HCP. Alternatively can bring along support
person.
Places are limited book so call 0474516054 admin@inspiredcss.com.au to book.
www.inspiredcss.com.au FB Inst @the kite gallery

Clay Sculpture, Adults Classes
with Amanda Mcgahan
Learn hand building techniques in 6-week course coming up,
starting 20th April, 27th, 4th May 11th, 18th, 25th Adults 57pm
Create a human head and torso, learn how to hand build the
human form and facial features in this six-week course.
Including two classes of under glazing painting, create two
works to take home after firing, maximum 10 people.
All materials included firing costs in the price $190.00.

Clay Handbuilding KIDS CLASSES

with Amanda Mcgahan
Thursdays 3.30-5pm starting 22nd April for 6 weeks.
Clay Hand building, Pinch Pot animals and planters
6 weeks $120
Inclusive classes, if your child has a disability, support can be provided
by highly professional support staff.

Dance and Movement with Kathy Popplewell
Dance and movement and have FUN!!
Mondays 10th May 9.30-10.30 Adult inclusive classes
$20 casual rate and $60 for a block of four.

Current exhibition FLIGHT
a large group exhibition with over 60 local Cairns artists up until 17th April 2021

Douglas Arts Studio Gallery - DAB
· 'Kintsugi - the art of accepting and adapting to change, impermanence and
imperfection'.
A group of DABsters have spent three Friday mornings working under the inspirational
guidance of George Brendecke to learn and practice the art of 'Shin-Kintsugi', using modern
materials and methods to repair broken ceramic utensils.
The Kintsugi process takes a broken and imperfect piece and creates a new piece that, in
most cases, is stronger and more beautiful than the original piece. The group patiently
worked through the steps of the Shin (new style) Kintsugi process to create these beautiful
and functional pieces... and enjoyed learning about Japanese culture and mindfulness, as well
as partaking of traditional Japanese tea and snacks during break times.

North Site Contemporary Arts, Cairns
Shifting Surrounds
By Yandell Walton
On display until Saturday 10 April
Shifting Surrounds is an immersive digital media
installation by contemporary artist Yandell Walton who
grew up in Cairns and lives and works in Melbourne.
Yandell Walton, Uprise, 4 channel projection installation with sound. Sound design Michele Vescio
with William Elm. Animation Tobias Edwards. Photographer: Matthew Stanton.

Tablelands Regional Gallery
YVA@TRG 2021
By Yungaburra Village Artists
Opening Friday 9 April 5.30–7.30pm RSVP essential
On display 30 March to 1 May
This talented group of artists display a mixed media selection of
artworks in their annual exhibition

Sirocco by Tony Williams

Light and Other Stories
This diverse solo exhibition features 37 new works, in
pastel, acrylic and mixed media, and explores the artist’s
fascination with light and shadow.
By Antonia Chew
On display 4 May to 26 June 2021

Did The Turtle Hear Me Calling? by Antonia Chew

Visual Art Workshops in Atherton Friday 21–Monday 24 May
Donald James Waters is an established Australian
artist with an illustrious career spanning over three
decades. While best described as a contemporary artist,
Donald’s artwork transcends many genres to create a
truly unique yet ever evolving and eclectic
style. Donald has relaxed the confines of his initial
beginnings in botanical art, now using stylised strokes,
overemphasised characters and bold blocks of colour
to shift his primary focus to that of a storyteller rather
than a technically correct traditional artist.
Donald’s career has taken his art to every corner of the globe and his distinctive style has made its
way into the catalogues of many private and corporate collectors alike, including that of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s art collection. The primary aim of the workshop is to learn to work
with spontaneity and gain artistic independence.

Monday 17th May –
Friday 21st May 2021

A WEEK of ART
ay BOOK YOUR SPACE - Early Bird Discount -Available masarts@gmail.com

Event Artists
Costumed Life Drawing
Manuela Pilz

Draw and then Paint in Acrylic
Don Milner

Loosen up in Acrylics
Gary Myers

Watercolour Exploring Textures
Penelope Gilbert-Ng

Cairns Art Gallery
2020 Archibald Prize
By Art Gallery of NSW Touring Exhibition
On display Saturday 20 March to Sunday 2 May
Cairns Art Gallery is making history by being the first Queensland
gallery to host the Archibald Prize. It is the exclusive Australian tour
venue outside of New South Wales for the 2020 Archibald
Prize, Australia’s oldest and most prestigious art award.

The Court House Gallery
Young Archie 2020, 31 March to 1 May
The

Young Archie competition celebrates the creativity of young artists from the Cairns region and
is always a highlight as it showcases the extraordinary talent of young people in the region. Inspired
by the Archibald Prize, the Young Archie competition invites children and teenagers aged five to 18
to submit a portrait of someone who is special to
them and plays a significant role in their life. More
than 100 entries were received for the competition
and twenty-five portraits were selected for the
Young Archie 2020 exhibition that is presented in
the Court House Gallery from 31 March to 1 May
2021. All portraits submitted for the competition
will be presented in the Young Archie 2020 digital
exhibition available on the Gallery’s website. The
Young Archie competition is proudly supported by
presenting partner ANZ

Boats of Our People: 5 - 29
MayBoats of Our People is an exhibition of
artworks by children living in our region. Their
brief was simply to think about their own
cultural background and make a picture of a
boat. Cairns Children’s Festival engaged
Sorami Ochi as a guest curator to find the child
artists amongst the community and bring
Image: Canoe, acrylic on paper by Hayley Joinbee
out of them an expression of their own cultural identity, showing the diversity of our community.
The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a partnership between the Queensland
Government and Cairns Regional Council to support local arts and culture in regional Queensland.

The recent Save Our Hall Art Show as held at Machans Beach Community Hall Saturday and Sunday
March 13 and 14.
Over 50 artists showcased over 150 pieces of art including paintings, sculpture, pottery and mixed media to
a strong attendance of over 500 visitors over the two-day event.
We were very lucky to have the support of the wider art community especially the Potters Club who
graciously lent us their plinths for some of the display. The press including printed media, television, radio
and various newsletters also lent their support with fabulous coverage during the event.
Feedback from the artists and visitors have been very encouraging with the hope of making this an annual
event. The morning and afternoon teas with room to sit and chat was a major drawcard especially with the
musician serenading in the background. Some visitors purchased pieces, had a break then went back in to
purchase again.
All in all, we considered the Inaugural Save Our Hall Art Show a huge success and look forward to doing
something on a larger scale next year.
Judi Hughes, Machans Beach Community Association.

GENERAL ART NEWS

Put Your Hand Up for Arts Funding
Councillor Peter Hodge from Tablelands Regional Council is proud to announce that another round of
Regional Arts Development Funding (RADF) has opened.
‘Round 26 is now open to individuals, groups and organisations to apply for up to $5000 for a project. The
funding supports a wide range of arts and cultural projects, including heritage and cultural tourism,
enabling professional and emerging artists living in our region to receive support for a wide range of arts
and cultural projects. It’s a very successful program that has provided many opportunities to our
community.
Details about the grant and application information are available on our website and at customer service
centres. You need to chat to our Regional Arts Officer before you start your application and then ensure
your application is received by 12 April 2021.
Remember we also have four types of quick response grants that are perpetual, as long as applications
are received at least six weeks beforehand. These include $1000 funding for training and professional
development opportunities, and small-scale community projects up to $1000. Up to $2000 is available for
professional development outside Queensland. We’ve also introduced a resources grant so artists can buy
art materials, and create catalogues and promotional products,” said Councillor Hodge.
The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a partnership between the Queensland Government and
Tablelands Regional Council to support local arts and culture in regional Queensland.

Back to top.

Get help with RADF grant writing
Artists and local arts and cultural groups interested in applying for a Regional Arts Development Fund
(RADF) grant are invited to register for one-on-one information sessions for insight into preparing their
submissions.
Cairns Regional Council is offering one-on-one sessions (by appointment) at Cairns Libraries where
potential applicants will receive advice and guidance from the Arts and Cultural Grants Coordinator
(Council’s RADF liaison officer) ahead of the next round of funding allocation.

Large grants of up to $10,000 will be available when the major grant round opens next month as well as the
City of the Arts Hero Project grants of up to $25,000 for larger scale projects.
The RADF Roadshow sessions also provide information on the Smaller Arts grants which are open all year
round until funds are expended including:
•
•
•

Small Arts Grants (up to $500)
Flame.Arts Access - Leg Up Grants (up to $1500)
Individual Professional Development Grants (up to $1500)

The one-hour individual sessions begin on Monday 29 March and will be held at the following libraries,
during the following times:
•
•
•
•

Thursday 1 April: Babinda and Gordonvale Libraries (10am to 3.30pm)
Tuesday 6 April: Earlville Library (10am to 3.30pm)
Wednesday 7 April: City Library (10am to 3.30pm)
Thursday 8 April: Smithfield Library (10am to 2pm)

RADF is a partnership between the Queensland Government and Cairns Regional Council to support local
arts and culture in regional Queensland.
The Queensland Government is investing $2.08 million in RADF for 2020-21 and an additional $2.13 million
will be contributed by 59 councils across Queensland.

CAIRNS Major Round Two opens in April 2021 for projects that can start from July 1, 2021.
Full application guidelines can be found on Council’s website at
www.cairns.qld.gov.au/online/grants

ATHERTON
•

Round 27 closes 4.30pm Friday 8 October 2021 for projects commencing 1 January 2022

Cassowary Coast region
•

Round 27 closes 4.30pm Friday 8 October 2021 for projects commencing 1 January

Cominos House

VAA member groups
(contact Lone White on ph 07 40537508)
27 Greenslopes St. Cairns
Now air conditioned.
Available for Classes, workshops and short
exhibitions
At attractive hire rates

Bookings: Geoff Lemon Ph. 07 40321368

The Un-Scenes Project
By Shaz

Spannenburg

Pivot is the word people are using to describe business adaptations due to our
current global pandemic and its ramifications. Doing a complete turnaround to
photographing people and events, Shaz Spannenburg from Cairns, did a major
pivot, to return to the art she loves and began creating her own surreal landscapes.
These quirky surrealist landscape photographs are composites entirely created
with images Shaz has photographed, selected, blended and toned together in Photoshop to produce a
new environment for the main subject to “retire” in, generally somewhere unexpected, or physically
not possible. Shaz was drawn to the idea that something could look real but couldn’t possibly be – an
“un-scene”.
Having ample time, an immense library of images at hand, and photoshop skills, all that was missing
was to polish up on the extraction process of selecting elements from their original background and
making them appear realistic in their new settings.
Inspiration comes from events and movies/TV series that share a sense of isolation, post apocalyptic
atmosphere, and remoteness, such as Burning Man USA, Mad Max, The Mandalorian, Blade Runner,
and Waterworld.
The majority of elements and landscapes found in these composites were photographed in the Far
North region; old cars, Queenslander style buildings, bats, beach sunrises, railway tracks, cane fields
and mountains, plus an eclectic mix of architecture.
Drawn to retro architecture, various forms are represented in these images such as Art Deco,
Streamline Moderne, and classic Queenslander Colonial style. The architecture being the main
essence in many of these composites, was due to the realisation of the demise of many industries of
our childhood. Bakeries, community halls, small railway stations, fish and chip shops, bait shops,
antique stores, are just quietly turning trade in our smaller towns, no longer the thriving businesses of
yesteryear. Focusing on these structures and establishing them in new and unlikely environments,
gives them a new recognition for what they are, and we see them with fresh appreciation.
All images belong to a themed series, of 3 parts, and are in a 16:9 landscape format.
Bait ‘n Tackle shops are
rare to see these days.
Usually these days, we just
pick up bait from the
service station freezers.
This remnant house, from
somewhere in Otago, NZ,
looks right at home
here.Sunrise, and this little
post has been open for
hours quietly doing trade
to it’s morning customers
of this sleepy fishing
village. The shop owner may wander out later for an afternoon nap on the washed up couch in the
warm winter sun.

Gym Hall This day paddock for the
dairy cows is also home for this
local community hall. This is where
everything happened: from 21st parties
and wedding receptions to gym classes
and bridge nights, with the constant
luring smell of freshly baked scones.
This CWA Hall can be found in
Gordonvale, Queensland

Outpost This outpost is now
abandoned but sometimes useful as a
shelter in a dust storm for nearby
farmers. It has been partly
reclaimed by nature. The silo
structures are high-tech recycling
facilities, servicing outer suburbs
of the closest city. Architecture is
from a Cairns nightclub rooftop,
rocks from Cobbold Gorge, skull from
Lappa Junction, square building is
an old bank vault from Chillagoe,
and the metal towers are from the
South Johnstone Mill, NQ.
Serviced They broke down in these
wastelands, drained the water
from the radiator to take with
them, and left on foot unsure as
to how far to the nearest
services. The car will have to
wait for now.This image contains
a rusted out car from Chillagoe,
and anthills from Almaden,
Queensland. There is a train
track on the horizon here where I
have placed these structures from
Stratford timber yards,
Queensland. The hazy background
of wind farm and hills are from a
new wind farm at Walkamin,
Atherton Tablelands.
Storm in a Teacup Another storm is
brewing up, while inside this quirky
little house on the hill a teapot is
brewing some of the finest tea in the
area. Time to go sit out on the
verandah with a cuppa, smell the rain
and enjoy the break from the
humidity.The Nerada Tea Estates are
located in Glen Allyn, just to the
west of Innisfail.
The cottage is from Mirriwinni, and
art deco shop façade from Innisfail.

VISUAL ARTS ASSOCIATION OF FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND INC.
Cominos House27 Greenslopes St., Cairns Qld. 4870 AUSTRALIA.

http://www.visualartsassocfnq.com

