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Guardhouse This ethereal scene is guarded by the now retired wooden carved 

guardhouse. It alone stands guard facing the China Sea, accompanied by seagulls and 

the odd fisherman at dawn. 

 

This guardhouse was photographed along the Great Wall of China, just outside 

Beijing.  

 

 

Artwork done by Shaz Spannenburg 
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Inc. 

Cairns Art Society Inc 
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Please note: Opinions expressed or 

advertisements displayed by contributors 

to this newsletter are not necessarily 

those of the Editor, Executive Officers or 

the Committee. Whilst every effort is 

made to publish accurate information, 

Visual Arts Assoc. of FNQ Inc accepts 

no responsibility  for statements made or 

opinions expressed 
 
 
 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

AIMS AND 

OBJECTIV ES 
¶ To promote and foster an 

interest in the Visual Arts in Far 
North Queensland. 

¶     To provide a communication link 
between local bodies involved in 
Visual Arts. 

¶ To provide a liaison and referral 
service between community, 
industry and government 
authorities. 

¶ To co-ordinate activities of 
member groups. 
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Editorial Overview 

Just when you think that things are getting back to normal, then the Covid restrictions are with 

us again Covid, which will affect us all. Luckily, many visual artists can work from home and 

noting the number of artists exhibiting at the Artists of the North exhibition at the Tanks Art 

Centre, I am sure many of the exhibiting artists, due to work restrictions maybe actually found 

time to create works they had planned for a long time. 

The Courthouse Gallery is now officially open, and that Gallery will hopefully be another place 

where local artists can get the opportunity to display and sell their artworks and for tourists to 

see what great artistic skills we have in Far North Queensland. The Visual Arts Association is 

trying to find out more about the policy of the Gallery.  

The Archibald Prize exhibition is for the moment on display in the Cairns Art Gallery. 

Congratulations to the Gallery Board for managing to get the exhibition to Cairns. It is the 

first time it is has been on display in Queensland. It is a great exhibition, really interesting 

viewing. 

The policy for the Cairns Regional Gallery when it was first opened was always to have one 

floor for travelling exhibitions, so that residents not able to travel would have a chance to 

view artworks from other parts of Australia and other parts of the world. The main aim of 

establishing a ñregionalò Gallery was however to have a place for art groups and local artists 

to display and sell their works and to showcase the trend of artworks produced in Far North 

Queensland. 

Visual Arts Association did approach the Cairns Art Gallery Board re the name change of the 

gallery and our concerns regarding opportunities for local art groups and artists to exhibit in 

the Gallery. Doug McKinstry, Chairman, Cairns Art Gallery Board, advised us that ñ the 

Board changed the name of the Gallery following the lead of other comparable galleries in 

regional Australia that exhibit prominent state, national and international artists 

including Bendigo Art Gallery and Geelong Art Gallery.ò I am sure the visual arts 

community in Cairns was not consulted, when that decision was made. The ratepayers of 

Cairns, who last year paid over $900,000 toward the running of the gallery, might be 

concerned, if they knew, that the ratepayerôs money now will go to exhibit predominately 

artworks from outside the region rather than the artworks of regional artists, which tourists 

wish to see as well as the reef and the rainforest.   

 

.Please note: Opinions expressed or advertisements displayed by contributors to this 

newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive Officers or the Committee. Whilst 

every effort is made to publish accurate information, The Visual Arts Association Inc. accepts 

no responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed 



Cairns Art Society is now 

ready to present  the 

Artist of the North 

exhibition at the Tanks 

Art Centre 1 April  to 2 

May  2021 

cairnsartsociety@bigpond.com 
 
 
 
 

Cairns Potters Club is  

getting ready to 

organise the annual 

Mothers Day Fair 8th 

May 2021. 

.cairnspottersclub1@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 

Cairns Photographic Society. 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

enquiries@cpsinc.org.au 

www.cpsinc.org.au 
 

INNISFAIL  ART SOCIETY  
 

Innisfail Art 

Society Inc. is all 

about the artist 

and the 

community. 

Nurturing and 

promoting the arts 

And artworkers of our region. 

innisfailartsociety@live.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mareeba Arts Society Inc. 
Masarts@gmail.com 
 
Mas is a non-profit organisation that support 
local artists. 
 

Mission Arts 

provides 

creative 

opportunities 

for the people 

of Mission 

Beach and 

surrounding 

areas. 

The community arts centre 

includes a workshop, gallery and shop space 

for local art to be displayed and sold, where 

local and visiting tutors can run workshops 

and pass on their skills and others can come 

to learn and enhance their art and craft. 

Open daily ï 10am-2pm  
www.missionarts.com.au  

info@missionarts.com.au 
 
 

 

 
 

Fibrebarn at CairnsShowgrounds  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http:/ /www.cairnscraftclub.com.au 
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InkMasters 
 Print Workshop (IPW)  
#55 ArtSpace PO Box 7792 PO 

Cairns 4870 

www.inkmasterscairns.com 

  

 
 
Found new premises ï info next newsletter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tableland Region Art Society  

If you want more information about  

 Tableland Region Art Society,  

 contact us on-line or via 

 email:  trasinc4@gmail.com . 

 
 

ArtsNexus 

Inc: 

growing 

creative people, communities and 

industries-the peak membership-based 

association for all arts, culture, heritage 

and creative industries across all of Far 

North Queensland. 
 

Melissa Robertson 

Public Officer, Arts Nexus 
Phone0412 570701 

admin@artsnexus.com.au 
 
 

UMIAr ts 
Telephone: 07 4041 6152  
M: 0427 498 940  
Fax: 07 4041 6542 
Email: eo@umiarts.com.ao  
www.umiarts.com.au  
Hours: 9am until 5pm Monday -  Friday  
Shop 4, 1 Jensen Street, MANOORA, QLD 
4870 PO Box 15044, EDGE HILL, QLD 4870  
 

 

 

DOUGLAS ARTS STUDIO 
GALLERY INC 
A not-for-profit community 
arts centre run by 
volunteers.  We are a hub 
for local artists at all stages 
of their creativity, in the 
Douglas Shire, providing 
quality opportunities for the 
whole community to learn, 
create, exhibit, visit and 
inspire. 

address:       11 Mill Street, Mossman (opposite 
Library) 
phone:         (07) 4098 3337 
website:       www.dabmossman.com 
email:           info@dabmossman.com 
facebook:    dabmossman 
Gallery is open Monday to Saturday, 10am ς 2pm 

http://www.inkmasterscairns.com/
mailto:trasinc4@gmail.com
mailto:admin@artsnexus.com.au
mailto:eo@umiarts.com.ao
http://www.umiarts.com.au/


Art Beat 

 DFO  - 

 Feature artists  

 

 

Judy Holzheimer April 2021 
I bought my first artƛǎǘΩǎ ōǊǳǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƛƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
мфулΩǎ ƛƴ wƻŎƪƘŀƳǇǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ŀ Painting for Pleasure 
group run by the Rockhampton City Council. It was there I 
had the fortune to meet Frances Patterson, a skilled artist 
who became my mentor for the next couple of years until, 
sadly, Frances passed away. For various reasons, I put 
away my paints and brushes for the next thirty years. I 
moved to Cairns in December 2015 and joined the Oak 
Tree Art Group where once again I painted for pleasure 
using acrylic. Having been raised by the sea, my love for 
the ocean has endured. When I saw that Sam Moffat was 
teaching how to paint underwater scenes at Art Escape in 
2018, I signed up.  
 

 
Sam became my mentor for 
the next eighteen months and 
taught me techniques that I 
often use in my current 
paintings. The magnificence of 
the Cairns region provides 
inspiration for my art. All my 
paintings in this Feature Artist 
of the Month are inspired by 
our region except ά¦ƭǳǊǳέ 
which I had intended for the 
cancelled exhibition entitled A 
Changing World. 
 

Feature artist for May  -  Jody Lewis  
 

 



 

  

Artists of the North 

Exhibition 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On High, oil on board by Brad Congdon 

 
Thu 01 Apr - Sun 02 May 

LAUNCH: 6pm Thursday 1 April  

Artists of the North Exhibition is a presentation of the talent and formidable skills in our 

regionôs artists. 

For the first time in many years the exhibition will not have a theme, inviting all creative 

genres and subjects to join in the Artists of the Northôs 16th year of art excellence, with our 

very diverse cultures, backgrounds, styles, genres but, most importantly - an overwhelming 

love of art. 

No image is too wild or untamed, no subject subdued. Artists are bringing their thoughts, 

their feelings and their gift of life through art to share with everyone. 

From the most basic collage to sculptures of existence itself, we invite all to witness, gaze 

and appreciate the wonder of our artists from here in North Queensland. 

 

2021 Annual Cairns Show from the 14th ς 16th July. 

 
The Visual Arts Association will again be organising the  

Visual Arts Section  at the showground  during the 
Cairns Show. 

More information in the next newsletter, however start 
to get your artworks ready. Entry closes 4pm 25 June 

2021 and bump in day Wednesday 6 July 2021 

 

 

 

https://qld.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60dd9d6a428dc3e86e7f8f2d0&id=2bac88b525&e=68c9c1ea63


 

 
 

 

 
POTTERY www.kenisonpottery.com lease contact: sales@kri-pottery.net   8 Elliott Close, Mareeba QLD 4880           

Office: 4092 3553 Ken or Cheryl 

Offer a range of services for potters.  
Kiln and wheel service and repairs -Supply of batts, drilling and wheel pinning.-Kilns ς Electric, Gas & Raku.  
Your local Venco agent.  

CAIRNS POTTERS CLUB

MOTHERS DAY 

Arts and Crafts Fair

Saturday May 8 2021
8:00am ð2:00pm

28a Grove Street, North Cairns

Something for Everyone!

Pottery, Sculpture, Arts and Crafts.
Unique Gifts for the whole family

.

KIDS CLAY PLAY

The clubhouse is to be found across the railway lines, 
near the McLeod St Pioneer Cemetery.

Free entry



 


