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To promote and foster an
interest in the Visual Arts in Far
North Queensland.
To provide a communication link
between local bodies involved in
Visual Arts.
To provide a liaison and referral
service between community,
industry and government
authorities.
To co-ordinate activities of
member groups.
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Editorial Overview
Well, the visual artists in FNQ are as busy as ever organising exhibitions and with plenty of
workshops on offer.
The Courthouse Gallery has had a group of watercolour workshops conducted by prominent
Australian watercolour artists and for the moment have watercolour artworks on display.
It is understood that the Courthouse Gallery shortly will offer local artists an opportunity to
apply to display their artworks in the Gallery, so tourists and local residents can get the
opportunity to see what great artistic skills, we have in Far North Queensland
It is sad to notice the Courthouse Gallery still does not open on Sundays or Mondays. The
weekend is the best time for local people, who work during the week, to visit art galleries and
displays and for them to bring their children with them. Hopefully, the Cairns Regional
Council will consider opening the gallery every day. The NorthSite Gallery is also closed on
Sundays.
We understand that the Federal Government has promised funding towards the restoration of
the Mulgrave Shire building, so hopefully one day soon, we will, when more funding
becomes available, see the planned “Art precinct” finished for both locals and tourists to
enjoy.
It is disappointing, that main focus of the Cairns Art Gallery’s exhibition policy is to exhibit
prominent state, national and international artists. The main aim, when it was first
established as a “regional” Gallery, was to have a place for local artists and groups to display
and sell their works and to showcase the trend of artworks produced in Far North
Queensland. Tourists come to Cairns not only to see the reef and rainforest but also to
observe the visual arts produced by the artists in the region. When you consider that the
ratepayers of Cairns contribute approx. $ 1 million a year towards the upkeep and running of
the Cairns Art Gallery, one would have hoped that the money was going towards not just to
exhibit prominent state, national and international artists but also prominent local artists.
For the moment the Cairns Art Gallery has on display throughout the whole 1st floor an
exhibition “Botanical art of the tropical rainforest” by deceased Tableland artist William T
Cooper from 28 Aug 2021 –13 Feb 2022. This is a lage outstanding exhibition but when
other local exhibitions are often limited to 4 weeks it is not understood why this is on display
for almost half a year, however why for nearly half a year.

Please note: Opinions expressed or advertisements displayed by contributors to this
newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive Officers or the Committee.
Whilst every effort is made to publish accurate information, The Visual Arts Association Inc.
accepts no responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed.

Cairns Art Society has
started planning for their
annual exhibition, which
will now take place in
March 2022.

Mareeba Arts Society Inc.
Masarts@gmail.com
Mas is a non-profit organisation
that support local artists.

cairnsartsociety@bigpond.com

Cairns Potters Club
is offering both adult
and children’s
workshops
.cairnspottersclub1@gmail.com

Cairns Photographic Society.
.

Mission Arts
provides creative
opportunities for
the people of
Mission Beach and
surrounding areas.
The
community arts
centre includes a workshop, gallery and
shop space for local art to be displayed
and sold, where local and visiting tutors
can run workshops and pass on their skills
and others can come to learn and enhance
their art and craft. Open daily – 10am-2pm
www.missionarts.com.au

info@missionarts.com.au
enquiries@cpsinc.org.au
www.cpsinc.org.au

INNISFAIL ART SOCIETY

Innisfail Art Society
Inc. is all about the
artist and the
community.
Nurturing and
promoting the arts
And artworkers of our region.
innisfailartsociety@live.com

UMIArts
Telephone: 07 4041 6152
M: 0427 498 940
Fax: 07 4041 6542
Email: eo@umiarts.com.ao
www.umiarts.com.au Shop 4, 1 Jensen
Street, MANOORA, QLD 4870 PO Box
15044, EDGE HILL, QLD 4870

InkMasters
Print Workshop (IPW)
#55 ArtSpace PO Box 7792 PO
Cairns 4870
www.inkmasterscairns.com

Gallery: 17 Coondoo St
Kuranda 4881
+61 (0)7 4093 9026
info@kurandaartscoop.com

ArtsNexus
Inc:
growing
creative people, communities and
industries-the peak membership-based
association for all arts, culture, heritage
and creative industries across all of Far
North Queensland.
Melissa Robertson
Public Officer, Arts Nexus
Phone0412 570701

admin@artsnexus.com.au

Tableland Region Art Society
If you want more information about
Tableland Region Art Society,
contact us on-line or via
email: trasinc4@gmail.com .

DOUGLAS ARTS STUDIO
GALLERY INC
A not-for-profit community
arts centre run by volunteers.
We are a hub for local artists
at all stages of their creativity,
in the Douglas Shire, providing
quality opportunities for the
whole community to learn,
create, exhibit, visit and
inspire.
address:
11 Mill Street, Mossman (opposite
Library)
phone:
(07) 4098 3337
website:
www.dabmossman.com
email:
info@dabmossman.com
facebook: dabmossman
Gallery is open Monday to Saturday, 10am – 2pm
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Art Beat
DFO

-

Feature artists:-

Jason Blee & Susie OU -26 Sept to 24 October
Jason Blee or snake fruit (named after the
Indonesian salak fruit) is a young artist from
Indonesia and now lives in Cairns as a soon
graduating high school student. Starting art with
watercolours, then digital, Jason's body of work is
mostly inspired by anime, manga, pop culture and
video games

Phil Rooney -24 Oct to 21 Nov
I have always loved the beauty in nature and have been
influenced by the work of William Cooper and David
Stacey in particular. I have also had lessons from David
and my other good teacher over the last 2 years of painting
is Jeanette Selwood.
I enjoy painting and won't settle for anything less than very
good. I'm always trying new things and now that I paint I
can't help looking around all the time at the natural world.
The biggest thrill is seeing others enjoy looking at my
work. -I'm on instagram Philrooneyart

Bruce Parry – 24 Oct to 21 Nov
I have been creating art, particularly acrylic painting, for 5 years now;

in fact, from when I came to live in Far North Queensland from
Sydney.
We live in Mission Beach where there is an active arts community and
I began going to group classes soon after arriving and this has opened
up a whole new world for me.
I had never painted a picture before although I have always had a love
of art.
I love the colours of the tropics and was immediately drawn to the
beautiful landscapes here and the myriad of greens we see all around
us. The mountains are just spectacular!
Many of my paintings reflect this but more recently, I have been dabbling in still life and floral
paintings and I am enjoying this change.

.

ARTISTS@WORK
Studio and Gallery
29 SheridanStreet
The Real estate neighbors have bought 29 Sheridan
Street building, however have now invited the artists
to stay on for the time being, on the same basis, while
they decide what to do with the building. They should
be safe there till Christmas at least.
Monika Riedeger and Robyn Rolston will have window exhibitions at Artists@work for the month of
October and art classes are currently conducted:Sheran Barton – painting: Wednesday and Saturday mornings
Yvonne Herring – Japanese woodblock printing: Saturday mornings
has just confirmed the following exhibition dates :-

Artists of the North atTanks Art Centre– 18 February to 6 March 2022
CAS Annual Art Awards at Cairns Art Gallery – 22 March to 4 May 2022

.

POTTERY CLASSES
15 MARTIN STREET, FRESHWATER QLD AUSTRALIA

ADULT’S CLASSES
Adults Beginners $ 372 for six lessons
Adults Advanced $ 432 for six lessons

CHOOSE LESSONS FROM
Friday 9:00 am – 12:00 noon
Wednesday 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Thursday 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am – 1:00 pm

Children’s Classes
Wednesday 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM
Thursday 4:00 pm – 5:30 p
Cost $240 for six lessons

COST COVERS TUITION, INSURANCE, CLAY, GLAZES, PIGMENTS, BRUSHES, TOOLS, APRON,
TOWEL, JUICE, COFFEE, VARIETY OF TEAS, MILK, GLASS OF WINE (ADULTS ONLY) AND
TEXT 0456968926 TO ENROL & MAKE UPFRONT PAYMENT.
100% FUNDS RAISED IS DONATED TO KALAPATA CHILDREN’S CHARITY; SUPPORTING
DISADVANTAGED KIDS IN REMOTE EASTERN UGANDA.
AUSTRALIAN CHARITIES and NOT-FOR- PROFITS COMMISION ABN:75979910207

POTTERY www.kenisonpottery.com Please contact: sales@kri-pottery.net
Mareeba QLD 4880

8 Elliott Close,

Office: 4092 3553 Ken or Cheryl

Offer a range of services for potters.
Kiln and wheel service and repairs -Supply of batts, drilling and wheel pinning.-Kilns –
Electric, Gas & Raku.

.
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Kite Gallery

INSPIRED Community Support Services Inc is here for you. We

have a lovely team of support staff available to support you achieve your goals. Social community
participation, Health and Wellbeing, Support and encouragement. emotional support and guidance
and assistance during your certificates, and help with life skills.
We also have a beautiful Gallery and hold Art programs run by professional Artists, support during
these art programs is provided. One on one support for participants looking for a creative outlet, we
have pottery, sculpture, drawing, painting, printing, digital art, timber recycled art etc. We also have Art
therapists on board.
We can provide support week days, evenings and weekends, youth and adult. We also provide spaces
for exhibitions for NDIS participants and Volunteer opportunities. Contact us now to see how we can
assist you.
info@inspiredcss.com.au, Amanda 0474516054 Craig 0474352144 www.inspiredcss.com.au, or pop in
to our beautiful space at 133, Grafton Street Cairns

.
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Free workshops for UMI members. (UMI Membership is free for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders)
Connect, upskill, create! Join us in a friendly community atmosphere for knowledge sharing and collaboration. RSVP
essential.
Paper Making
Block Carving
Block Printing
26th, 27th, 28th and 29th of October

23rd, 24th, 25th and 26th of November

14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th December

.

All the workshops are subsidised by grant
funding (Arts Queensland and FRRR) as part
of our biennial InkFest program, and so are offered at greatly
reduced registration fees.

.

The Kuranda Arts Co-op artists are enjoying their new gallery and its

location on the corner of Coondoo and Thongon Streets.

NorthSite Contemporary
Arts
LENORE HOWARD
Beyond the Sight of Land
11 SEPTEMBER — 30 OCTOBER 2021

SUSAN BALBUNGA | MANDY BATJULA |
ELISA JANE CARMICHAE | SONJA CARMICHAEL | FIONA ELISALA-MOSBY | JANET
FIELDHOUSE | HELEN GANALMIRRIWUY | RUTH NALMAKARRA | PAULA SAVAGE |
LUCY SIMPSON | DELISSA WALKER

long water: fibre stories
3 SEPTEMBER — 23 OCTOBER 2021

The Chemistry of
Watercolour - Australian
Watercolour Muster:
11 September - 23 October

In The Kitchen by Lisa Wang, Finalist and People’s Choice, Australian Watercolour Muster 2020

The Courthouse Gallery is hosting an exhibition of the best paintings from around the nation before
they travel to Italy as the Australian delegation to the International FabrianoInAcquarello
Symposium 2022, which is attended by artists from over 80 Countries (COVID permitting). The
Australian Watercolour Muster enters its 3rd year following the involvement of over 200 Australian
and international Artists in 2019/20. This year’s theme, The Chemistry of Watercolour
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Tablelands Regional Gallery

A colourful collision of Schoenheimer’s sculpture and
painting practices in a series of works known as the
‘Constructions’.
By Leigh Schroenheimer
On display until Saturday 16 October

Ways of Seeing Ways of Knowing Construction 13

Up North & Out There
An exploration of the depiction of space in landscape and the objects
within it.
By Helen Hume
display Tuesday 19 October to Saturday 27 November

On

Pebble Beach by Helen Hume

Peace & Power
A retrospective exhibition of paintings, prints and books
by Winsome Board, and bronze sculptures by Trevor
Madin.
By Winsome Board and Trevor Madin
On display Tuesday 30 November to Saturday 15
January

Peace by Winsome Board

.

Old Post Office Gallery

Forest
Three contemporary artists explore their connection to ‘Forest’.
Works include a variety of mixed media including encaustic,
printmaking and painting on paper and canvas.
By Bek Honeyman, Rob Mian and Anna Russell
On display until Saturday 30 October
Old Growth i by Bek Honeyman.

SNAP
A mixed media collection of secondary school artworks.
By Tablelands secondary school arts students
On display Tuesday 2 November to Sunday 30 January

In the Shadow of Covid by Stacey Edwards

The Foyer Gallery -8.30am–4.45pm Monday to Friday- 45 Mabel Street, Atherton
TRAS at The Foyer New Works
A mixed media selection of artworks.
By Tablelands Regional Art Society
On display until Monday 28 February 2022

Desert Corner by Liz Vermaas

.

.
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A Cairns Art Gallery exhibition
William T Cooper
Botanical art of the tropical rainforest
28 Aug 2021 –13 Feb 2022
William T Cooper (1934–2015) was notable as a painter of birds, however he was also a
masterful botanical artist, producing botanical illustrations of rainforest fruits and hundreds
of drawings of plants that were produced opportunistically for potential use in paintings.
The hard-won knowledge of his subjects which Cooper acquired is evident in his paintings,
which display extreme precision, and he usually insisted on painting the birds in their distinct
natural environments, down to the exact foods they eat. Preferring to draw from life, rather
than depending on photographs as the main source of material for his work, he would often
venture into wild, untamed parts of the world to capture the exact display of the birds he
painted. He lived with his wife, Wendy Cooper, a self-taught botanist who has authored two
substantial books, in north Queensland where his studio was surrounded by tropical
rainforest.
This exhibition brings together over 100 works, many of which have not been on public
exhibition before, from private collections around Australia and the collections of the State
Library of New South Wales and the National Library of Australia. To strengthen the
educational component of the exhibition, many of the works in the exhibition will be
displayed together with botanical specimens from the collection of the Australian Tropical
Herbarium at James Cook University.

.

GENERAL ART NEWS

.

.

CULTURAL EXCHANGES
The Visual Arts Association has facilitated an exchange exhibition between the printmakers
in our sister city Riga, Latvia and Inkmasters Cairns . The working title of the exhibition isIndustry Ink & Magic. The exhibition will be on display in the VEF Culture Palace in Riga
from the middle of September to the middle or end of October 2022. The Inkmasters Cairns
are in the process of finding a location and time for the exhibition here in Cairns.

RADF
CAIRNS
Applications open for arts funding
Arts and cultural practitioners of all genres are invited to apply for a share in grant funding to support their
projects.
Applications are now open for Major Round One grant (grants up to $10,000) as part of the Regional Arts
Development Fund (RADF) program for projects that start after 17 January 2022.
Full application guidelines can be found on Council’s website at www.cairns.qld.gov.au/radf. Applications
for Major Round One close at 5pm on Friday 22 October 2021.

ATHERTON
Round 27 closes 4.30pm Friday 8 October 2021 for projects commencing 1 January 2022

CASSOWARY COAST REGION
Round 27 closes 4.30pm Friday 8 October 2021 for projects commencing 1 January 2022

Cominos House

VAA member groups
(contact Lone White on ph 07 40537508)
27 Greenslopes St. Cairns
Now air conditioned.
Available for Classes, workshops and short
exhibitions
At attractive hire rates

Bookings: Joh Schouten Ph. 07 40321368

.

Lone White - Ceramist
I have played with clay and glazes since 1978 and
during most of that time I have lived in Cairns. A lot of
my ceramic art works have been inspired by my
surrounds - the reef and rainforest.
Frequent travels throughout the Middle East,
South-East Asia, Japan, China, Russia &
Europe observing traditional techniques, visits to major
museum collections of Sung Dynasty ceramics and exposure to
modern innovations have provided an ability to approach
works with a flexibility to adjust techniques to reflect ideas - or
perhaps moods.
For some years now I have been
working on a series called " Ceramic
rainforest inspired forms". I have
wanted to give my pots, texture, flow and movement. To do that I have
been using paper clay which makes it possible to make intricate forms
related to seeds, bark, etc and after experimenting with various glazes I
have developed a matt chrome glaze with various amounts of chrome
oxide to give my shapes and forms the changing colours of the rainforest
and a certain glitter. All the works have been fired in oxidation at varying
temperatures from 1200 to 1280 degrees C. From 1 October to 31 October.
35 of those works will be exhibited in the Foyer of Crystalbrook Bailey
Hotel 163 Abbott St Cairns (opposite to the Cairns City library).
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VISUAL ARTS ASSOCIATION OF FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND INC.
Cominos House27 Greenslopes St., Cairns Qld. 4870 AUSTRALIA.

http://www.visualartsassocfnq.com
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